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December 3, 2017     Mark 13:32-37 

 

32 “No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 

Father. 33 Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. 34 It’s like a man going 

away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with his assigned task, and tells the one at 

the door to keep watch.  35 “Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house 

will come back—whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. 36 If he 

comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. 37 What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’ ”  

 

When I was in college my friends and I went on a long trip down south.  We decided to drive through the night.  

At the beginning of the trip it was great.  We were all excited to get to our destination.  But as time wore on, 

most of the guys fell asleep.  It was my duty to keep the driver awake until perhaps 4am, I don’t remember.  But 

then I was assigned to drive the next shift.  That was when the difficulty occurred.  If you’ve ever tried to drive 

when you are tired, it is more dangerous in some senses than drunk driving.  My head starting nodding, and 

thankfully one of my friends in the back seat noticed.  He was awake, volunteered to change spots with me, and 

we were good to go.   

 

Jesus draws a similar picture in today’s text.  Instead of driving in a car, he puts the inhabitants in a house at the 

beginning of the evening, waiting for the master to come home.  The difference is that when we were driving 

we had a map and we knew how far and had a pretty good idea of how long it would take to get to our 

destination.  Nobody knows when Jesus is coming.  Even Jesus Himself didn’t know when he was coming.  (It’s 

called “humility.” When He first came to Earth in his state of humiliation He chose not to use all of His power 

and wisdom, unless it somehow served the purpose of saving us from our sins.”  That’s a huge theological point 

that we don’t have time for today.)   So if we don’t know the time of Jesus coming and Jesus Himself chose not 

to know or disclose His coming, the point is that we shouldn’t get caught up in trying to figure it out.   

 

There’s a lot of Christian based theology out there that is trying to read all of the modern events with Israel and 

Iran and Iraq and Russia - claiming to have the inside scoop as to when Jesus is coming.  They spend hours and 

hours in the book of Daniel and Revelation and modern events, each claiming to have the inside scoop to the 

latest interpretation of the times and making their prophecies about when Jesus is coming.  We can see the signs 

plain enough with earthquakes, wars and rumors of wars, but Jesus’ words tell us not to even bother with the 

timing.   

 

He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with his assigned task, and tells the one at the 

door to keep watch.   Each one has his assigned task, maybe like in your house.  We usually assign one child to 

the dog cleanup in the back yard, another one to laundry, and another one to dishes and lawn mowing, and 

another to help with the meal - depending on the time of the year.  You especially do these chores when you 

have company coming.  This is what makes a household function well, when every member does his or her part 

to contribute to the welfare of the house.  If the house is a picture of the church, then this is what makes a 

church function well.  You all have a different role to fulfill in this kingdom.  The only way this house functions 

well is when you fulfill your roles.   

 

Instead of just sitting and staring at the sky, God calls on you to be faithful spouses, good workers at your 

vocation.  Perform the role you are given in society.  Be a productive worker and student.  Be a thoughtful and 
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and caring spouse.  Raise your children in the Word of God and bring them to church.  When they come to 

church, do your best to have them sing along with the songs and pay attention to the sermon.  Feed them and 

care for them at home.  Get them to do  their homework.  Teach them how to work.  Children need to help their 

parents in the home.  Help take care of them when they get older.  Those who are retired can perhaps with their 

grandchildren or with extra volunteering around church.  We call these things doing your “vocation.”  When the 

members of a church perform their duties well, the church functions well.  Bills are paid.  Attendance is good.  

Marriages are solid.  Others are drawn to come here too.  People stay in the faith and keep out of the downfalls 

of their society.   

 

Usually you think of “keeping watch” as to looking outside for something or someone to come.  But we see that 

“keeping watch” isn’t just trying to look at the signs of what would happen near the end of the world.   “Keep 

watch” is used in different contexts in the Scriptures, and it always is connected with being alert in regards to 

prayer and repentance and listening to the Word.  It means watching yourself, watching for the devil’s 

temptations, and also watching for Jesus.  One of the most memorable occurrences is when Jesus was in the 

Garden of Gethsemane, about to face death.  He told His disciples, “Watch and pray, so that you don’t enter 

into temptation.”  He connected watching with praying and remaining strong - watching against temptation.  

Check out these other references -  

 

● Revelation 3:3 Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard; obey it, and repent. But 

if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what time I will come to 

you.  

● 1 Thessalonians 5: So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be alert and self-

controlled. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. 8 

But since we belong to the day, let us be self-controlled, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, 

and the hope of salvation as a helmet. 

● Ephesians 6:18 Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this 

in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.   

 

There’s two extremes it looks like.  Doing nothing and falling asleep on your duty, or absolutely abandoning 

your post to go out and party.  Watching is connected with listening to the Word of God and applying it in your 

life, to listen to what God has to say to you and not “fall asleep” in your faith or let yourself get out of control. 

Sleepiness comes from taking God’s grace for granted, when you let your job and your family and your 

entertainment take priority over your relationship with God.   

 

Jesus seems to make a distinction between the people that perform the duties in the house and the ones who 

watch at the door.  He was primarily addressing the disciples, who were supposed to be the doorkeepers.  In the 

Old Testament the prophets were compared to watchmen at the wall of a city, who were supposed to watch for 

enemy invaders.  Hebrews 13:17 uses this when it refers to the role of a pastor.  It says to the members of the 

church, “Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must 

give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no 

advantage to you.”  So God’s Word puts the pastor in the position as the door keep and the one who looks over 

the household to make sure that it is running well and efficiently, so that it is not found in disarray at the coming 

of the Lord Jesus Christ.  He knows the temptations of the society they live in, and he warns against it.  He is 

primarily responsible for what happens in the house of the church he is called to.   
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You might compare it to Martin Luther’s old house.  He was given an old cloister to live in.  It was a huge place 

where the monks used to stay.  So Luther would often have a lot of people living in his house.  They paid rent, 

but they were fed by Katie.  There are a lot of people in this house.  The Holy Spirit is the One who brings us 

into this house through baptism and keeps us here by feeding us with the Word and sacrament.  It is the role of 

the pastor and the teachers to make sure you are well fed and nourished in the Word of God.  We also need you 

to make sure that you perform your duties well so that your house and this house doesn’t fall apart.  If the elders 

don’t do what they are called to do, their portion of the house can suffer - whether it is stewardship or 

evangelism or caring for the sick or delinquents.  Imagine if someone left home and wasn’t seen or heard from 

in a long time.  The pastor or elders or family would need to go and find that person.  What if someone started 

trashing their room and locked the door, telling the pastor “It’s none of  your business!  Stay out of here.”  What 

if some refused to participate in the family meals or helped to prepare the table or wasted the food? For the sake 

of the whole household something would need to be done.   It would also be the pastor’s role to try and make 

sure no wolves entered the building as well.  The sick would need to be taken care of and the siblings would 

need to work at getting along, or at least stay apart from one another so they didn’t fight.  The house would also 

need to be maintained so that the elements of nature would not get in and ruin the house or the foundation.   

 

It is this family atmosphere, this household illustration that we have a hard time grasping in our modern day 

mindset.  We tend to treat it more like a hotel for strangers to room in individual rooms at with no common 

area.  We don’t like the idea of other people getting into our business.  But that’s not how God designed the 

church to be and to function well.  We grow together and keep from temptation together when we meet together 

and worship together and pray together.  When you don’t have a group of Christians looking after each other 

and praying for each other, it is much easier for the individual Christians to fade into indifference or to be led 

into false doctrine, and the devil knows this.   

 

It is the primary role of the pastor to “watch out” for the dangers that can happen to this family at this church.  It 

is also the duty of the people within the house also.  Jesus said, What I say to you, I say to everyone: 

‘Watch!’  You can be an active part of this society.  You can get to know the members here and pray for them.  

You can actively participate in Bible study and give a regular part of your offerings.  Recently we gave you an 

evening and morning prayer of Luther to pray.  You can take the time to pray together.  You can study your 

Bible well so that you can tell the truth from the devil’s lie.   

 

This isn’t easy.  Jesus compared it to trying to stay awake at night.  It is hard work staying awake.  Your sinful 

nature doesn’t want to resist the temptations.  Your flesh doesn’t want to worry about sin or hell or God’s 

judgment.  It isn’t always easy to struggle in prayer for people.  It’s much easier to become cynical and angry 

like the rest of society.  You make priorities in coming to worship and giving your first fruits.  You can hear the 

concern and urgency in Jesus voice when He urges all of us to “Watch!”   

 

This is all important because Jesus is coming.  You all may have heard that threat from your mother when you 

were young.  “You just wait until your father gets home!”  You usually got that warning when you were earning 

some pain.  Sometimes that threat was needed.  But that wasn’t always the case.  Imagine a different scenario - 

a young child waiting for his father to come home so that he can go to the ball game with him.  They’ve been 

waiting to go to the game.  But time is tight.  They have to be ready and run out to the car as soon as he gets 
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there.  It’s cold out, so they need to be dressed and ready.  So one brother waits by the window in eager 

expectation for him to come while the others do the chores and dress for the occasion.   

 

The neat thing is that Jesus tells us to watch because He wants us to be ready for Him to come!  Why?  Because 

He wants us in heaven!  He’s paid for us to be there.  He’s purchased us from all of our sins.  He’s adopted us 

into His family.  He’s given us a home to live in.  He has given us the clothing to wear.  We’ve been baptized 

into Christ and clothed with Christ.  He has given us His holy food in the Supper for the forgiveness of sin.  He 

has provided us with angels to take care of us.  He’s given you pastors and teachers.  He knows how easy it is to 

get drowsy and weary of fighting against sin and death and Satan.  But Jesus is coming!  The time is getting 

closer, and through faith in Jesus you’re ready!  This is an exciting time!  Your sins are forgiven.  You believe 

in Jesus.  You are baptized, so you’re ready!  What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’  

 

Last night Wisconsin played Ohio State for the championship of the Big Ten.  Those who are fans made sure to 

put that time on their schedule to watch the game.  They maybe made a pizza and served drinks and invited 

friends.  They prepared everything in eager expectation - in hopes that their team would win the game and 

perhaps make it onto the Final Four.  They then watched every play until the final horn.   

 

If you’re a Star Wars fan, then you know that December 14th the movie is coming out in the movie theaters. 

You eagerly see the previews.  You talk to your friends about it and maybe invite them to come with you.  You 

can’t wait to watch it.     

 

We come here every Sunday to watch a much more important Person.  We’ve seen all that He’s done already to 

prepare us the way.  This isn’t for mere entertainment to take us into an imaginary land.  This is in regards to a 

very real and eternal salvation.  This isn’t a movie theater where strangers sit.  This is our family.  This is our 

home.   

 

This Advent Season, we watch what God did to prepare for Jesus to be born into our world.  We also watch in 

eager expectation for Jesus to come again.  We feed on His Word and His sacrament, and we wait for the final 

horn.  We know the hour is getting late.  Darkness is coming upon us.  But we urge one another to stay awake in 

the faith, to keep focusing on Jesus and listening to His Word.  We have a wonderful home prepared for us in 

heaven, and Jesus is coming again to take us home.  What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’  


